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NCCoR’s mission is to improve 
the efficiency, effectiveness, 
and application of childhood 
obesity research, and to halt—
and reverse—childhood obesity 
through enhanced coordination 
and collaboration. 



NCCoR is a unique example of a 
public-private partnership that 
brings synergy and innovation 
to combat childhood obesity. in 
building on each other’s strengths, 
the CdC, Nih, RWJF, and Usda 
are advancing the field through 
complementary and joint initiatives.
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In 2010, NCCOR received one of the 

inaugural HHSinnovates Awards. More 

than 10,000 HHS employees voted to 

identify the top six innovative projects.  

NCCOR was one of three efforts then 

selected by HHS Secretary Kathleen 

Sebelius for the HHSinnovates Award. 

NCCOR also received an NIH Director’s 

Award in 2011.
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NCCoR 
Goals



Identify, design, and evaluate practical and 

sustainable interventions, especially in high-risk 

populations and communities.

Increase and improve national, state, and  

local surveillance of childhood obesity.

Improve the ability of childhood obesity researchers  

and program evaluators to conduct research and  

program evaluation.

Provide national leadership to accelerate 

implementation of evidence-informed  

practice and policy.

Work with non-health partners to integrate childhood 

obesity priorities with synergistic initiatives  

(e.g., environmental design and sustainability, food 

systems, food marketing, disabilities, or economics).
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The NCCOR External Scientific Panel (NESP) will provide connections 

between NCCOR and the extramural community. It will inform the 

Collaborative on new science and ideas, and associations to extramural 

research, practice, and policy. Further, NESP will provide ongoing 

refinement of NCCOR’s strategic plan, including helping to establish key 

performance indicators and other metrics associated with evaluating 

the impact of the Collaborative.

NCCoR external 
scientific Panel (NesP)

Ronette Briefel, Mathematic Policy Research

Ross Brownson, Washington University in St. Louis

Frank Chaloupka, University of Illinois at Chicago

Steve Gortmaker, Harvard School of Public Health

Shiriki Kumanyika, University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine 

Amelie Ramirez, University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio 

Jim Sallis, University of California, San Diego 

Mary Story, University of Minnesota 

NESP MEMBERS
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select Projects
 10 Healthy Communities Study 

 13 Envision 

 14 Catalogue of Surveillance Systems

 17 Measures Registry

  18 Evaluation Research Forum 

 21 Green Health

 22 Food Patterns Equivalents Database 

 25 Food Marketing Research Roundtable

 26 The Johns Hopkins Global Center on  
  Childhood Obesity

 29 Let’s Move! Child Care Checklist

 30 Farm to Fork Workshop on Surveillance  
  of the U.S. Food System

 33 School Wellness Survey 

 34 Youth Energy Expenditure Expert Workshop

 37 Childhood Obesity Research   
  Demonstration Projects

 38 Strategic Communications 

 41 NCCOR Webinars
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The healthy Communities study is 
a five-year study designed to assess 
the associations between community 
programs and policies targeting childhood 
obesity and bMi, diet, and physical 
activity in children. The study will include 
approximately 280 communities and 
almost 24,000 children in the U.s.

HEAlTHy COMMuNITIES STuDy
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envision

coMnet

compMod

the 
statistical 
network
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envision links three modeling networks—
CoMNet (Collaborative obesity Modeling 
Network), CompMod (Comparative 
Modeling), and the statistical Network—to 
forecast the impact of public health policies 
and interventions on childhood obesity 
through innovative modeling approaches. 
Receiving worldwide coverage was the recently 
published Lancet Obesity Series, featuring four 
articles and three commentaries by CoMNet 
highlighting global obesity trends and the 
need for government intervention.

ENvISION
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CATAlOGuE OF SuRvEIllANCE SySTEMS

in February 2011, NCCoR launched a 
free online resource to help researchers 
and practitioners more easily investigate 
childhood obesity in america. NCCoR’s 
Catalogue of surveillance systems provides 
one-stop access for users to review, sort, 
and compare more than 80 surveillance 
systems relevant to childhood obesity 
research and the evaluation of policy and 
environmental interventions. 

   www.nccor.org/css
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The Measures Registry is a web-based 
portfolio of more than 700 measures 
related to diet and physical activity. The 
tool allows researchers to more efficiently 
find and select measures that are critical 
to accelerating obesity prevention 
research. it will also help to spur the use 
of comparable, core measures.

   www.nccor.org/measures

MEASuRES REGISTRy



to make evaluation study results 
more directly comparable, the 
evaluation Research Forum brings 
together leaders of major childhood 
obesity evaluation efforts to consider 
shared measures and methods for 
evaluating community-based and 
state-based strategies.  The combined 
evaluation efforts represent a $75+ 
million investment in childhood 
obesity evaluation research. 

EvAluATION RESEARCH FORuM
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THE CENTER
FOR GREEN SCHOOLS

NCCoR partnered with the National 
academy of environmental design (Naed) 
and the U.s. Green building Council (UsGbC) 
to develop a workshop linking environmental 
design, sustainability, and childhood obesity 
prevention. The workshop was attended 
by over 60 health policy, research, design, 
education, and architectural professionals 
who together identified future avenues for 
growth in the field of green health.  

GREEN HEAlTH 
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to enhance food and nutrition 
surveillance, NCCoR is strengthening 
the process for updating the Usda 
Food Patterns equivalents database. 
This critical effort will facilitate 
research goals related to intervention, 
evaluation, and other forms of 
nutrition research at the individual 
and community levels.  

FOOD PATTERNS EquIvAlENTS DATABASE
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The 2011 Food Marketing Research 
Roundtable brought together 
more than 60 leading researchers, 
advocates, and policy makers in the 
field of childhood obesity prevention. 
attendees at the meeting identified the 
most pressing needs for research and 
policy to reduce children’s exposure to 
unhealthy food marketing.

FOOD MARKETING RESEARCH ROuNDTABlE
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Under the auspices of NCCoR, The 
Johns hopkins Global Center on 
Childhood obesity will bring together 
basic science, epidemiology, nutrition, 
medicine, engineering, environmental 
and social policy research, and other 
fields in an unprecedented, innovative 
way. The $16 million Center was awarded 
to the Johns hopkins bloomberg school 
of Public health in september 2011.

THE JOHNS HOPKINS GlOBAl CENTER ON  
CHIlDHOOD OBESITy
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developed by CdC, in collaboration with 
University of North Carolina, Chapel hill 
and Nemours, the Child Care Checklist is 
an online tool designed to help child care 
programs identify ways to strengthen 
their nutrition and physical activity 
practices and policies. to maximize 
its value and effectiveness in the field, 
NCCoR is supporting this effort by 
conducting usability testing of and 
enhancing the online tool. 

LeT’S Move!  CHIlD CARE CHECKlIST
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NCCoR welcomed over 60 participants 
at the Farm to Fork Workshop on 
surveillance of the U.s. Food system 
in Washington, dC. Presenters and 
attendees engaged in discussions about 
existing resources that characterize 
the U.s. food system, identified gaps in 
current efforts and proposed mechanisms 
to fill those gaps, and determined the data 
needed to inform policy that will further 
the goal of reducing childhood obesity.

FARM TO FORK WORKSHOP ON SuRvEIllANCE  
OF THE u.S. FOOD SySTEM
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since 2006, the national, annual bridging 
the Gap (btG) school Wellness survey has 
collected and analyzed over 2,000 school 
districts’ wellness-related policies. These 
data provide baseline information for 
districts prior to the implementation of the 
healthy, hunger-Free Kids act (hhFKa) 
in 2010. NCCoR is pursuing funding to 
continue this work, link it with other 
systems capturing related data, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of wellness-related polices 
adopted following the hhFKa.

SCHOOl WEllNESS SuRvEy
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The adult compendium of metabolic 
equivalents (Mets) has enhanced 
the comparability of physical activity 
measurements in diverse studies. NCCoR 
is organizing an expert workshop designed 
to review methods of measuring and 
estimating youth energy expenditure and 
to develop plans for improving an existing 
compendium of Mets for youth. The 
workshop will also explore the need for a 
repository of youth energy expenditure data.  

yOuTH ENERGy ExPENDITuRE ExPERT WORKSHOP
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in a multi-setting, multi-level 
community-based effort, the Childhood 
obesity Research demonstration (CoRd) 
projects aim to reduce underserved 
children’s risk factors for obesity through 
an integrated model of primary care and 
public health approaches. NCCoR will 
have the opportunity to support and 
advise this critical effort by participating 
on CoRd’s steering Committee. 

CHIlDHOOD OBESITy RESEARCH  
DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS
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NCCoR uses multiple communication methods 
and social media to quickly reach, engage, 
and mobilize childhood obesity researchers, 
policymakers, and other audiences. With 
emphases on disseminating new research 
initiatives and encouraging bidirectional 
dialogue, the Collaborative communicates using 
its website (www.nccor.org), a blog, twitter, 
monthly e-newsletter, webinars, conference 
sessions, and videos. NCCoR also publishes case 
studies of its work and infographics to distill 
key findings in childhood obesity research.

STRATEGIC COMMuNICATIONS 
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NCCoR coordinates and promotes webinars 
developed by its members, including sessions 
on the use of the Catalogue of surveillance 
systems and Measures Registry. 

NCCoR has also conducted webinars on:

•	healthy Food Financing initiative

•	Measurement of active and sedentary 
behaviors: Closing the Gap in  
self-Report Measures

•	obesity-Related Policy evaluation

Past NCCOR webinars are available for viewing at:    www.nccor.org

NCCOR WEBINARS
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FOR MORE iNFORMaTiON ON nccor CONTaCT: 

Todd Phillips, Director 

tphillips@fhi360.org

www.nccor.org







The National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity Research (NCCOR) 
brings together four of the nation’s leading research funders:

centers for disease control and Prevention (cdc)

national institutes of health (nih)

robert Wood Johnson Foundation (rWJF)

united states department of Agriculture (usdA)www.nccor.org


